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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In accordance with 

Applicant's arguments filed July 9, 1998, it was submitted that the drivers of Sato et al. are not 

electrical motors in the normal meaning of that term, but instead, are moving coils. Thus, Sato et 

al fails to teach the use of first and second reversible electric motors. Even if it were obvious to 

use reversible electric motors in place of the drivers of Sato et al., there is no teaching or 

suggestion in the prior art references of record of disposing these motors within a cavity of the 

handle, connecting the motors via conventional gear mechanisms to control rods which are 

attached to the lens and photodetector at the distal end of the tube assembly, and providing 

separate manually operable switches on the handle for selectively operating the motors. 

Therefore, claim 73, as well as all dependent claims, is allowable over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to John Leubecker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0951 and fax number 
is (703) 305-3590. 



J. Leubecker 
July 23, 1998 




